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Artifacts – Then and Now

(typewriter)

(television)

(Magnavox Odyssey gaming console)

An artifact is a human-made object. Some artifacts show how tools or devices were different from what we 
use today. Look at each artifact in the Then column in the chart below. Draw a picture in the Now column to 
show what each device would look like today. In the first one, today’s device is completely different.

Plan your own time capsule that is a gift for those in the future – or for your future self! In the space below, 
draw or list 5 items that tell about your life. Think about your activities, your entertainment and interests, and 
current events in the news or your community. Be ready to tell why the items are important to you and the 
time that you live in.
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