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Women's rights has always been a hot-topic issue in societies all over the world, 

primarily because social change can be and often is extremely slow and because women 

represent one of those groups that, since ancient times, have been a target. There is many, many 

reasons put forth for this, but it remains: it’s a fact that the fight for women’s rights exists and 

continues today. In these modern times, it can be possible to forget that women in Greece or 

Rome were akin to slaves, and it may be just as easy ignore the ‘glass ceiling’ that has been 

accredited with STEM being a male-dominated field, even though just as many if not more 

women have college degrees. 

A. D. Hope, I’m sure like many romantics, poets, and others on the fringe of creative and 

philosophical thought, knew this and knew the implications. Earlier this year, I read his poem 

“Advice to Young Ladies,” which is rather advice about young ladies and the impact of their 

stifling on society. It was both confirming and inspiring, and I presented it to three others as 

inspiration for an original song for our Folk Music and Acoustics band at ASMSA, The Best and 

the Brightest. Jamie, our singer, took the lyrics of the poem and rewrote them twice, while the 

rest of us worked on melodies and chord progressions. I didn’t put much thought into Jamie’s 

lyrics, then, though; if anything, I had put more into A. D. Hope’s poem, which is much more 

vivid with its language. 



When I was deciding on the song for my music video, I reviewed other songs that either 

the band had performed or Jamie had written. “A Terrible Crime” spoke to me the most, 

especially because I already understood some of the underlying themes present in the song. 

Additionally, I felt the theme of A. D. Hope’s poem, which the song was meant to emulate, was 

important not only to looking back on the fall of Rome, but to our society now: that a broken 

society leads itself to destruction not only through large acts, but the suffocation of it’s people’s 

voice. 

Before filming, I made a point of ruminating on the meaning of each line of lyrics, as 

well as the metaphors, cultural or otherwise, inherent in those meanings. Combined with that was 

an emphasis on diverse shots, such as dutch-angle, medium-close, far, panning, pulling, and 

revealing shots. I compiled a list, which had me filming a different shot for every 5 or 6 seconds; 

a huge portion of the project was put into how I presented characters or images that linked to the 

lyrics, since the magic of cinematography is it’s power to tell not only a story of a thousand 

words, but to be constantly updating and editing that story. 

Another large portion of the project was the editing. Syncing the audio up meant, at 

times, being creative with speed and cuts, and, of course, this editing was only surface-level; due 

to the quality of footage, there was a significant amount of editing that was done to increase the 

watchability. 

The most important aspect of the project, however, was its themes: in a society that has 

moved on from some of Rome’s faults but is still lead by economic and social forces that are not 

always apparent, media which addresses these pre-existing and current issues is key to realizing 

social change. 


